W
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC.

Being now, after a sojourn of nesrly four years in this
great and prosperous sisterhood of Republics, on the point of
returning to my own beloved country, I cannot leave these
enlightened and hospitable shores without indulging myself
in s final and most affectionate farewell Lothe United States—
a country to whose generosity and kindness I am so deeply
indebted. Wherever I go I shall never cease to carry with
me the warmest recollections of all the proofs of regard and
acts of personal courtesy which have been extended to an
* unpretending foreigner in every portion of ber wide domain.
I loved America before I saw it. [ bave many ressons to
love it yet more, since seeing it with my own eyes and ex-
periencing in so liberal a degree its feelings of good will, I
leave it now, probably for the last time ; but the remer-
‘brance of both my visits will ever be associated in my heart
swith the tenderest gnd most grateful emotions ; and should
1 meet in the Old World an enemy of Americs, I willsay to
him, *Go there, and you will be her enemy no longer.”
Bat it is known to all who take the least interest in one
0 bumble as myself that all my thoughts, anxieties, and
labors sre concentrated in one beloved object—the success of
my SrsTex or [NTERNATIONAL Excuanes. Forthis alone
I live. Hence it is not'unnatural that in leaving this New
World, to close my days amidst the habits and institations of
the Oid, I should bear away in my bosom an anxious solici-
tude for the life snd growth of the promising plant, yet
green and tender, which I bave happily succeeded in planting
on these Western shores. [ trust, therefore, that I shall be
pardoned if in these closing hours of my stay I should throw
ouat, with all humility and respect, some suggestions which
appoar to me important—perhaps indispensable—to the per-
manency and suscess of the system. It has thus far in a
good degree realized the promises of usefulness it held out ;
and would it not be a pity that an institation which may be
veadered so fruitful of good should wither and perish just as
its ben:fits begin to be experienced !
To secure the permanency of the plan, it is above sl|
things important that it should be sheliered from every ap-
of commercial business, and secured against all
possibility of imposition, speculation, or bribery. To this
end it is necessary to give its transactions publicity ; to re-
move them wholly from all private touch and all individual
interest. The system wes devised for nations, not for indi-
viduals ; hence all its doings, in all its departments, must

bave **an odor of nationality ” about them ; they must be
the transsctions of public bodies and public men for the public

I have thought that one of the best modes of atlaining this
object would be the appointment in each State of the Union
of a Select Standing Committee, who should have the care and
custody of the State library, (where such a thing exists, and
I trust it will soon be found in every State,) snd be charged
with the conduct of exchanges, domestic and foreign. Such
committees should be appointed under State legislative au-
thority, by the Governor, or by some other public function-
ary as far above and removed from the influence of mere
party politics as may be, -and should be selected, without the
least reference to political opinion, from men alone of distin-
guished character, and interested in the progress of science
and of social improvement. BSuch BState Committee would
be in correspondence with the Central Agency at Paris, and
would communicate to it from time to time the infellectual
wants of the various scientific and literary establishments of
the State, furmishing at the same time lists of such works and
objects of science, art, and natural history as they might
possess or be able to control for purposes of exchange. A
college library, for example, containing duplicate copies or
copies not used of any valusble work, might send to such
committee a list of their duplicates, which they would be
glad to spare in the hope of receiving other works in ex-
change, which were set down on a second list furnished to
the same committee, and containing a statement of the books

they most needed. Here would be opened at once a ready
channel by which the wants of the learned on either side of
the Atlantic, or in different quarters of your own country,
might mutually be made known to each other, many of
which wants, to say the least, might thereupon be quickly,
and without any pew purchase by either party, supplied.
This has been done by Harvard University, whose duplicate
volumes have been sent to the sgency at Paris for pur-
of exchange. Bat, to guard sgainst abuses, it should
E‘eﬁlblished as an inflexible rule that no exchanges shall
be effected by pecuniary means, unless in spocial cases, to
be specifically provided for by State suthority. All books,
maps, engravings, statues, &c. passing through the hands of
the standing committee ought to be the results of exchanges
of a similar natore ; snd where individuals wish to transmit
such things as tokens of respect and good will, without seck-
ing any retarn, or where learned men desire to exchange
scieatific or communications, this a!so should be done
throogh the commitiee alone—no intercourse with private
individuals being known fo the system or permitied by its
regulations. No objects should be allowed to be transmitted
through the central agency abroad or through the standing com-
mittees here without having an ostensible indelible mark, obvi-
ous to the eye, indicating them as belonging to the System of
International Exchange, and therefore runric pROPERTY.
When thisis enforced as 8 sine gua non, any privateindividual
having an object in his jon with that mark upon it
could be held to account for the manner in which it came into
his hands, and be compelled to give it up for the lt:bliu ends
for which it was committed to the ‘action of system.
Books with this mark, if on a bookseller's shelves, might at
ance be seized as fraudulently come by.
Where a college or oniversity finds itsell in want of any
rare or expensive European work, even though it bave at
t no work of equivalent value to transmit in exchange,
it need not bedeterred, on thataccount, from taking advantage
of the system to let ita want be supplied. It would have only
to signify that want to the Execative of the State, or to the
chairman of the standing Committee of Exchange, and its
wishes will be immediately communicated to the Central
Agency at Paris, by which, ifthe desired work be attainable,
it will be readily procured, as early as practicable, and trans-
rmitted to to the committee here. The work so obtained will
be State property, and will ever so centinue ; but, on its arri-
wval, the committee can transmit it, as a loan, for the use of
the university, where it may remain and be used, not as the
property of the university, but as entrusted (o its care by the
State.

If enother wishes to make a donation of his works to a

college abroad or within the Union, the committee would re-

ceive and iransmit them sccording to his direction, with the

condition, bowever, that, once placed in their hands, his pri-

vate right in the books ceased, and they must be transmitted

and held ss public property, be they sent where they may.

- If sent to a college in Virginia, they would be the property
of Virginia; if to a society or institution in Massachusetts,
they would become the property of Massachusetts.

Y, To guard agsinst all possibility, on the part of the Central

'/* Ageney, of taking improper advantage of the liberality of

thuse Governments which may determine to admit, free of

duty, objects destined for international exchange, it is indis-
pensable that all the operations of the Central Agency eball
be placed ander the supervision of the officers of Government.

This has been accordingly done ; and, thanks to the enlight-

ened liberal'ty of the American and the French Governments,

it is provided that all objects coming to or proceeding from
the Ceniral Agency are to be transmitted, on this side of the
Atlantic, by the Collector of the Port of New York, and from
France by the Commissary General of the Marioe, at Havre.
Secarity from fraud and abase will be rendered still more
complete by the annual report, required from the Agency, 10
the Joint Committee of the Library of Congress, as also to
the Governors of such States as enter into the arrangements
of the system. This will not only serve as a check on agents
awho might be disposed to be unfaithfal, but the detailed ac-
eount required and given in suck reports of all property re-
ecived, and of its disposition, will furnish to the various in-
stitations connected with the plan, snd who have availed
themselves of its sid, the means of ascerisining, on inspec-
tion, whether the several objects delivered by them have
reached their destination ; what has been given in exchange;
and what other objects are awaiting the operation of the sys-
tem, and ready to be mutaally exchanged.
The above measures have seemed o me those best caleu-
lated to give purity, efficiency, and permanency to the system,
to secure its practical utility, and thus sequire to it the public
confidence. [tr end—its sole end—is T0 Do 600D TO aLL,
WHILE 1T INJURES NoNE : any Other or furiher suggestions
tending 10 enable it the better to stisin this end will ever be
thankfully received.
In the practical working of such a system, embracing, as

it siready does, so large a portion of the civilized world, and
calealated by its simple yet comprehensive provisions to ex-
paod itself over the whole family of nations, it will naturally
happen that, as rolates to any two of them, the advantages
will be more imporiant on oune ride one year, and on the
other tide the next.  No matter if they are : in the progress
of the system, and of intel'ectual improvemeot, the balance
toay, at a subssquent time, prepondsrate the other way. All
tha: is important in the matter is that the exchanges con-
tioue, that they develop their benefits, and that, from babit,

shall ultimately become identifid with the free and liberalizing
institutions which mark the sge. The more it prevails, the
more will those kind and benevolent relations of courtesy, sym-
patby, and true fraternity be strengthened snd mult to
the advancement of civilization, the progress of science, and
the maintenance of harmony snd peace among the nations of
the woeld. To “"ud:::::uiol:’ :‘ln TO :::lu WITH
GRATITUDE, is the fu w of our sy

Were it extended to domestic exchanges alone, its benefits
would be grea!, and, to s country like this, invaloable. If
vigorously and geperally prosecuted, what can be better cal-
culated to cherish a feeling amoog all the people of
this great American family ! * Mountains interposed make
enemies of nations ;" but a constant and friendly intercourse,
a frequent and mutual exchange of the fruits of science and
improvement, a P"P““'“, recaming I.llufchl.ll_‘. of kindly
snd generous acts and mementoes of good will, is calcalated
to annibilate the causes of estrapgement, and makes men in
the remotest oppasite extremities of this vast and wide country
feel that they live in each other’s remembrance ; that they are
prosecuting kindred studies, cultivatiog similar tastes, inter-
ested in the same discoveries, and common gainers by all that
promotes the of human society, and contribates to
bless our social existence. The tendency of such an inter-
course of benefits is to make all Americans doubly one ; one
in the republic of freedom, nor less in th&'epublic cf letters,
science, and the arts. Bonaparte opened in the Tuileries
a vast repository of the finest paintings of all Europe, and
wrofe over the entrance, ** The fruilsof Viclory." Let us do
a nobler thing ; let us open, in all the States of the Union,
depositories filled with the intellectual and natural riches
of every portion of the Confederacy—throw them sll open 1o
the people, and write over them, ¢ The fruils of a mutual
exchange of benefils.” T

It is with joy that 1 have witnessed, in so many parts
of your country, the evidence of the intellectusl hunger
of an improved and improving Enpln, asevineed in the frma-
tion of free ic libraries. ¢ municipal councils of Bos-
ton and of New York have founded such establishments and
liberally endowed them. The library and collections of
the Historical Society at Hartford is open to the public all the
year round. The State of New Hampshire, at its legislative
session in 1849, passed a resolve recommending the tounda-
tion of free public libraries in every town of the State—a
noble and truly republican purpose : such libraries would be
truly the propeity of the people.

Should such establishments become general throughout the
country, how largely would they promote intellectual im-
provement, and what a favorable impression would they con-
vey to foreigners of the state of society in America? But
what would tend more to the enriching and extending of these
seminaries for the national mind than the general adoption of
the system of domestic and foreign exchange, as above por-
trayed? What would more quickly and more economically
store them, pot only with the varied and growing knowledge
of your own country, but gradually accumulate there, and
thus spread smong all classes of the people, the works of all
countries and the progressive knowledge of the entire world ?
'The more, indeed, I contemplate the nature of the system,
and the more I witness of its practical results, (though still on
a most imperfect and limited scale,) the more I am impressed
with its capabilities of good. ;
And here I cannot forbear allading to an establishment of
recent origin, but already of the highest promise, in which I
foel & deep and peculiar interest, and which it has been my
fondest ambition to see splendid and flourishing. I mean our
public Lramanx or Axzrica, founded in the Hotel de Ville,
in the city of Paris, under the exclusive control of the muni-
cipal council of that metropolis. A noble apartment in that vast
building has been devoted to the reception and accumulation
of works solely American. They are there to be arranged in
saparate alcoves, bearing the respective names of the States
from which they come, while one com t is devoted to
the contributions of the General Government of the United
States, If any thing is calculated to excite a thrill of na-
tional pride in the breast of an American abroad, it is this
display before the eyes (I may truly say the astonished eyes)
of the lovers of science, in that her great metropolis, of the
products of the genius and intellectual progress of his coun-
try. 'The scholars of France and literary strangers in Paris
have witnessed with glad surprise the rapidity with which its
alcoves are filling up. The Federal Government itself, sixteen
of the States of the Union, the cities of Boston, New York,
Washington, Baltimore, Hartford, New Haven, Providence,
and Portland, have already brought to it with pride and plea-
sure their patriotic offerings ; while Adams, Sparks,

cott, Everett, Longfellow, President Quincy, Washington
Irving, Lieutenant Maury, Professor Bache, Mrs. Sigourney,
Mrs. Judge Story, (carrying out, as she states, what she
koew to be the wish of her deceased husband,) C. Fenni-
more Cooper, General Scott, and many other of the distin-
guished men of your country, have contributed to enrich it
with the fruits of their own genius or the treasures of their
literary collections. Most of the colleges and universities of
the Union bave there the mementoes of their enlightened li-
berality. Nor can I forbear to state, to their honor, that the
students of the University of Virginia have contributed from
their private funds a handsome pecuniary donation, rin-
ted to the purchase for it of beoks written by Virginians and
printed in Virginia, and have also addressed an appeal to the
young men of their country in behalf of an object so worthy
of their patronage. May this touching example of the feeling
which glows in the proud bosoms of the youths of America
awake their companions on every side to a noble emulation !

And, now, may I not with confidence and hope address my

humble sppeal to Americans, in all the walks of life, and es-
pecially to all who possess literary tastes and means, asking
that, for America’s sake, they will bfiag each their stone to-
ward the erection of this monument of the genius and libe-
rality of their country—a monument to peace, and one of the
prouda:t certainly that could be raised to the true glory of a
pation /
I bad prepared for the Joint Committee of the Library of
Congress a complete catalogue of all the books thus far pre-
senled, eilher to the city of Paris or to the General System of
International Exchange, to accompany the annual report which
I am by law required to make to that body, and to be printed
along with it ; buf, with a delicacy which speaks ita own
praise, the committee refused to have it printed, observing
that it was not for them to publish what their country gives,
but only to record what she receives. [ feel very sure that
France will fully reciprocate such a feeling, and will take care
that the liberality of Ametica shall not be left to oblivion.

I sm sensible that I owe an apology for the length of this
address, (so much greater than I had anticipated.) My hope
of pardon arises from the reflection that it is my last, and that
I bad much to say.

In bidding farewell to a country to which I have already
devoted twelve entire years of a not inactive life, I can, with
all truth and confidence, utter the assurance that #o long as
it pleases God that that poor life shall continue, I shall conti-
nue to work for her people with the same ardor and devotion
which have been manifested during my whole stay among
them. As I wos, at the first, free and disinterested in devol-
ing myself to their advantage, and have never for a moment
wavered in that purpose, g0 I shall continue to cherish it and
to sct upon it to my latest hour. Meanwhile, in parting from
them, probably forever, Ileavein trust with every true-hearted
and enlightened American first the fate of my beloved sys-
tem, and then my own honor, confident that among those
who bave known me from the first, and been eye-witnesses of
my labors, [ shall never want zealous and ready defenders
aguinst attacks which may arise from a want of the like know-
lege of my motives and of the spirit in which I have acted.
Personal enemies I should hope I have none ; and my parting
prayer to the Almighty is that there may survive in no bosom
other feelings than those which have ever animated my own—
love of humanity and the desire of doing gond. Farewell !

ALEXANDER VATTEMARE.

N. B. On my way to New York, there to embark for
France, it is my porpose to stop for a few days in Baltimore,
Wilmington, and Philadelphia, to take personal leave of my
frionds in those cities. It is to me s subject of sincere regret
that, owing to the indispenssble necessity of my speedy re-
tarn home, it has not been in my power to comply with seve-
ral very kind and urgent invitations from some of the distant
Btates of the Union to visit them. I beg all those from whom
these flatlering invitations have to accept my thanks
for the distinguished honor thus conferred upon me, and to be
assured that my future exertions in promoting their wishes
and interests, as connected with the system of exchange, will
only be stimulated by my baving been ived of the plea-
sure of paying them my personal respec AV

DEATH OF JUDGE WILSON.

James Wirsox died at his residence in Steubenville, Ohio,
on Thursday last, of cholera morbus, sged 64 years. " The
day preceding bis death, we learn from the Herald, Judge
Wivson was about town, in his usual health and spirits. He
died after shout twelve hours’ severe suffering from the first
attack of the diseave.

Judge Wirson is a well known and distingoished citizen
of Ohio. He was temporarily editor of the Aurora, in Phi-
Indelphia, while Col. Duane was absent in the army in
1812-"13. Afier Col. Duane resumed his station in the
office, Mr. Wilson removed to Steubenville, Ohio, and be-
came the proprietor and editor of the Western Herald, which
he continued to publish for more than twenty five years.
The paper had prior to that time been published by Col.
John Miller, of the 19th Regiment of Infantry—the same
gentleman who distinguished himself at Fort Meigs, and on
saveral other ocousions during the war with Great Britain,
and was afterwards Governor of Missouri and one of the Re-
presentatives from that State in Congress. The paper under
the management of Judge Wilson exerted grest influence in
favor of good morale, sound princip'es, and just government.

As a “ leading man in public sffsirs,” Judge Wilson was ge-
nerally known and high P 1 and est d. His loss
will be severely felt in hin neighborhood — Cineinnati Gaz.

A lady of Louisville, who was on a visit to her sister at
Carroliton (Ky.) last week, feeling unwell afier dining st
the house of a friend, asked for a kittle salwratus, instead of
which she received cyanurate of potash, a deadly poisor, and
died in a few mioutes, Bothmidamwdﬂybpﬂn
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. Wasmiweron, Ocronsn 23, 18560.
There is one grest political problem foreing jtself forward
for solation, and will not, for any grest length of time, admit
of remaining unsolved. The Anglo-Baxon nation of North
America and the Bclavon-Russian of Europe and Asis, di-
verse as they are in principles of government, in langusge,
or religion, have one tendency in common : that is, an
slmost instinctive motion towards the Pacific ocean. They
are changiug the face of two cootinents, and their improve-
ments are, with sure and not slow advance, approaching each
other. Steam and magoetism are both enlisted by the two,
and serve each with equal fidelity,

Great Britain, standing between the two other giants, and
jealous of the increasing power of each, complicates the pre-
sent and future. That future is approaching with mighty
consequences, and while we await what coming years must
produce, let us cast our view retrospectively and scan the
past.

At the first glance Russia appears vast, vague, and menac-
ing ; but let us not be deceived by shadows. It might be re-
garded as idle to observe that the history and policy of that
Empire deserve eomething more serious than declamation.
The Nation is not an ignis faiuus ; it is a reality, an object
of philosophical attention. Whatever may be our opinion
of its Government, it would render our judgment on that head
more surely just if we were to examine the element before
pronouncing decision. 'That element is rather vast for com-
mon patience to encounter, but there are outlines which may
be examined without imposing any very onerous burden on
our attention, On my table now lies a file of the Journal
des Debats of 1839. This file contaios several letters wril-
ten by a French gentleman long resident st 8t. Petersburgh—
one of the 19th March, 1839, on the transportation of crimi-
nalsinto Siberia ; one on the 25th April, 1839, * on the Form
of the Russian Government and the Imperisl Power,” pub-
lished 8 h May, 1839 ; a second published 34 Jupe, 1839,
On the Political Constitution of the Russian Empire, Sen-
ate, and Holy Bynod” third, 19th June, 1839, **On the
Political Constitation of the Russian Empire—the Minis-
ters,” &c.

These letters, written with a candor to command our con-
fidence, give a very different aspect to the political, civil, and
criminal law and Government of Russia from what is gene-
rally believed in Western Europe and the United States.
The present communication will contain a free translation of
the letter on the transportation of criminals, &cc. :

Panis, Mancn 12, 1839.

To speak frankly, sir, I feel under great embarrassment,
because I wish to give at once an opinion I bave lang since
formed, and which may appesr very paradoxical to you. I
am fully convinced that the transportstion of criminals ioto
Siberia is one of the most beautiful penal institutionsof Rus-
gig, and'a very great means that the public power has put in
operation for the regeneration of a new people, and for the
establishment of civilization in the wilderness of Northern
Asia. But how can I, in face of all the exaggerations and
horrible tales spread over Western Europe on this subject,
dare to encounter in advance the terrible bostility of preju-
dice, and to develop the proofs of a contrary opinion, and ex-
s:tdmlamln be believed ! But my convictions are so

ply founded that I hesitate not to give them expression.
It would appear, from common report and opinion, that Bi-
beria was one of those namelees gulfs which poetic phrenzy
has in the infernal regions, and into which reckless
power casts jts living viclims. Such representations say to
us, in fact, by a very strange inversion of ideas, on so solemn
a subject as the punishment of crimes, that humanity ison the
side of power, sending the victim to the scaffold to suffer a
painful and ignominious death, in presence of a crowd as-
sembled to behold the horrible speclacle; and that, on the
other side, barbarism is justly chargeable to those who spare
life and separate the criminals from that society they have
outraged, and to which, by their death or life, they can make
no ration, and then give to these outcasts means of me-
lioration, physical and moral, and, in fine, make them useful
instruments to general society.
You will understand me, sir, that [ by no means am to be
understood as speaking here of arbitrary transportation for
political causes, but of legal i a8 means of eivil
justice. In this case I only epeak of the Recrutement of the
ussian penal colonies of Siberia, as they assimilate to the
penal colonies instituted by the English Government, and
loudly applauded by the civilized world, And more, [ shall,
in order to simplify the subject, confine myself to a statement
of fact. Thus the points of right are brought before the tri-
bunal of commox sxxsx, where the most adroit pleader is re-
duced to an impartial parration.
The pain of death as punishment of crime, you know, sir,
does not exist in Russia. It was abolished in the eighteenth
century, and by that act Russia took the first step in that ca-
reer so unreservedly applauded by so many philanthropists,
and objected to by many practicable persons only as unsuitable
to fulfil the purposes set forth. But all must agree to the im-
policy of répealing the law imposing the pain of death, and
not at the same time supplying its place by some chastise-
ment of sufficient power to strike the mind of the criminals
or those who kave conceived criminal intentions. Such, in-
deed, would be the height of imprudence, and consequently
of injustice, since the primary purpose of all law is to protect
the virtuons members of society agninst the vicious. Buch
were the ressons which operated in Russia, and produced
there the existing penal system as fulfilling condition
of justice and humanity. It was therefore well adjudged that
to be separated from relstions and friends—their pative coun-
try—transported to live under an unknown sky, and from
which they were never more to return, must not be felt other-
wise than the most terrible punishment—a real civil death.
Is it not death by which the criminal bears on his own person
the mourning clothes—a death from which the most despe-
rate could not but shrink at a view of its terrible conse-
uences ’

Until 1898, sir, transportation to Siberia was conducted
without much regularity ; no general law having beea pro-
mulgated before that epoch to determine the application of
the principle. In 1832, under the administration of Count
Speransky, at that time Governor of Biberia, and whose re-
cont death Russia and every friend to humanity over the
carth has to lament, this law was promulgated, and has ever
since regulated this service. The benefactions of the system
have been immense, and the penal colonies of Biberia are
now raised to a degree of prosperity exciting the mos! san.
guine hopes of future grandeur. N
The transports are sent from every point of the empire, ex-
cept from the provinces adjoining Siberia ; the coavicts from
the latter are sent directly to Perm, and from thence join the
main colomn at Kazan, where, forming a single column,
they set out for Tobolsk, which city was, to 1839, the seat
of government for Western Siberia. It ia there that after, to
many of them, a journey of two thonsand leagues, the whole
united colamn i(a put into the hands of the ﬁo?lm:a of
the transports, (cyiny prikosse.) The dut inis-
tration is o form the convicts inzo classes, Iid to direct where
their place of residence is to be fixed. Accerding to the na-
tare of their crimes and other circamstances the convicis are
divided into five categories : first, those condemned to forced
Iabor ; second, artisans ; third, domestics ; fourth, colonists ;
fifth, those incapable of any labor.

The convicts of the first class are the most guilty, and coo-
sequently are most harshly treated. Nevertheless, I have no
doubt that, setting out of view the ideas of banishment, tbe
long and painfal journey that they have to make before reéach-
ing Biberia, and, in fine, the imaginary terrors added to rea-
lity, we cannot regard their punishment too severe to obiain
the proper ends of striking salutary terror, and thus securing
the only proper purpose of criminal justice. The duration of
the punishment of those condemned to forced labor cannot,
unless under some extraordinary circumstance well under-
stood, exceed twenly years. Thbis term completed, the con-
viet is free, and lakes rank smongst the colonists of Siberia,
and has foll choice of his place of reridence. There, cor-

open 1o him, in which he may yet find happiness with his
restored liberty. He has his own choice to become a laborer
or artisan, Some of these convicts of the first class who have
inapired sufficient confidence 10 obtain credit, become mer~
chants, and amase sufficient to leave competence to their chil-
dren. In reality, even those condemned to the most endaring
punishment have hope of fotare happiness, and therelore the
terrible inscription of o more cannot be placed on the fron-
tier of Siberia.
term of their servico are employed on Governmental work ; have
each of them a cabin and neceseary furnitore, and receive
regular pay—imnoderate, it is troe, but sufficient for their
meintenance. A great number of thepe convicts are employ-
ed o the great manufactory of broadeloth at Omek.

The category (des arfisuns) of manafacturers is always, and
in also the one most interesting, because it is the nursery of
the industrious class, properly spesking. It is also the one
which farnishes to the colony masins, carpenters, house-
joiners, smiths, &c. The convicts, during the whole term of
their punishment, are Jivided into divisions of thirty or thirty-
five jndividoals, and placed under an oversser, who superin-
tends their labor and maintaine good order. Their daily pay
is only made in part, as all that is not necessary for their
Iflu] subesi is ".r d to the exp of the central
houses or shops whers their lsbor is performed. The daral
tion of their punishment is only six years; and, that term com-
pleted, the convicis are set at liberty, and only restrained to
wettle permanently in Biberia. !

The individuals of the third eategory, or that of domestics,
are distriboted amongst the inhabitants of the colony, and
serve as house servacts. This arrangement, sir, may give

as well.as from a conviction of those advantages, the system

a cupboard in botiles exactly similar.

you some surprise, and [ haste (o add that the members of this

p— P— - -H."-M

rected by sge, experience, and reflaction, he sees & new life |

And, still more, the condemned during lhll

system, were evidently what I have stated in the commence-
ment of this communication. WereI to impute blame to the
mn,lwwu-mnmmmmun—m rigor,
government of all the convicts is confided to the authori-
ty established for that purpose at Tobolsk. There are a num-
ber of i who are charged to meke continual visits to
Biberia, and to walch over and maintain good order, and par-
ticularly take care that youth receive proper education, and
that strict legal justice be meted to all. They are to receive
the complaints of the convicts, examine their demands, and,
according to their conduct, soften their fate, and pass them
from one class to another. It would appear as if the Gover
ment of Russia regarded the long pilgrimage performed
foot over so many provinces, and  subject to the of m
titudes crowding to the great roads to sse the passage of
sad column, ss in good part a reparation sufficient for the
crime, and that when arrived in Siberinthe condemned are no
longer criminals to punish, but colonists to maintain and
place in the road to liberty and plenty—to marry and become
citi
It is thus that the colony of Siberia is on ‘continual in-
crease ; that Jands uncultivated since the creation are cleared
and covered with harvests, houses, snd towns, and a Russian
nation extending in Asia. What was a principle of disorder
in her European provinces, has become one of life and pros-
perity in her Eastern provinces. It is remarked how promptly
the recent emigrants mingle with the indigenous inhabitants.
To all these consoling effects the exceptions are rare, and the
convicts—now colonists—Fforget, and their children forget,
as do all the world beside, the cause of their establishment in
these distant regions.

The chain of convicts in most cases depart weekly from
the chief town of the Prefecture. Every thing is arranged to
receive them on their route to Cazan. Each band is escorted
by guardians of the public places of supply, and make gene-
rally from twenty to thirty versts (fourteen to twenty-one miles
English) per day. Houses of supply have, st proper dis-
tances apart, been constructed, where at the public expense
Pprovision huhaanmdeformtmdlllme&l]ul
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Those who fall sick, or are otherwise rendered unfit to pro-
ceed on their routs, are conveyed to the nearest prison until
they recover or die. The superannuated and invalids are
conveyed to their destination in carriages at the expense of
the Province. Men and women proceed in separate columns,
and dre not permitted to huve any communication with each
other. It is supposed that the number of women transport
ed to Siberia from Russia, compared to men; is about one to
five,

The wived'of convicts are fres to attend their husbands to
their place of exile, and though by the laws of the empire the
wife may, if she chooses, dissolve her marrisge contract and
marry another husband, it is very frequently seen that the
wife with her children coursgeously perform this long and
painfol journey. The examples ate very rare of any woman
in Russia availing herself of the legal permission to which I
have alluded ; and nothing ean equal this conjugal fidelity
if it is not its touching simplicity. Women and children of
the convicts, who attend the husband and father to his place
of exile, are conveyed at the expense of the Government.

I would rejoice to have it in my power to state the num-
ber sent anpually into exils, but I have sought in vain to
obtain the proper data. To obtain such information is the
more difficult from the fact slready stated, that the convicts,
after the termination of theif legal service, are free, and
henceforth are in nowiee distinguishable from other peasants
of the Crown.

In conclusion, however, I may state that from the best
sources of information sfforded by Russian stalists, Sibe-
ria is annually recruited by from fifteen to twenty thousand
inbebitants. At the first glance this would appear & large
number ; but when we compare it with the immense regions
of fertile deserts awaiting human babitation and culture, the
number is reduced to a very limited supply.

Translated by WILLIAM DARBY.

Nors.—The idea is very erroneous that the attention of
Russia to the extension of her power and influence into Asia
has been comparstively reccnt. On the 4th of April, 1693,
E. Isbanel Ides, a Russisn ambassador sent by Peter the
Grest, set out and visited China, and returned to Evrove and
made his report. A detailed description of China was writ-
ten by a member of this embassy, an English translation of
which isin the hands of Mr. Peter Forcs, of this city.—W. D.

FOREIGN ITEMS,

P

Commander Fonsxra, R. N., who has lately retumned in
the Prince Albert from his search for Sir John Franklio, ar-
rived at Portsmouth October 11, from London, to have snin-
torview, by direction of the Admiralty, with Sir Epwainp
Panur, the well-known Arctic voynger, (now superintendent
of Haslar Hospital, ) for the purpose of explaining to 8ir Ed-
ward every particular with reference to the ropes, canvass,
stores, &c. found at Cape Riley, in order to ascertain his
opinion s 10 whether they had belonged to one of her Majos:
ty's ships: The result is o decided conviction on Bir Ed-
ward Parry’s part that they are traces of 8ir John Franklin’s
expedition. .

The Paris correspondent of the London Times says that
more than one hundred thousand operatives have quittéd
France since the revolation of February, and that more then
two-thirds of these were natives of Paris. Some have emi-

grated to Algeria, others to California, without counting those
'l who were transported and who bave not returned to Paris,
 and workmen of various kinds who repaired to their provinces,
where they have found agricultural employment.

A German paper contsins the following account of a terri-

ble eatastrophe which occarred at the place of Pilgrimage
! called Hergott, on the Wels, near Portogal :
“¢ At one of the public houses the pilgrims (of whom three
 thousand were nssembled at Hergott) spent llul(night in eating
,and drinking. While baking tbe fish the oven took fire. Be-
hind the inn were a number of stebles and barns, in which
bundreds of the pil[rifm were reposing, and almost all per-
ished in the flames, which rose so rapidly through the thatched
roofs, and were fanned by a strong wind, that there was no
s-lhiilly of mising Iadders to attempt to rescue a single in-
ividual. Many threw themselves from the Jof 8, and with
broken limbe, half consumed with fire, reached hither and
thither with the most piteous cries. Not a single engine was
in the place. Bearcely half of the pilgrims were saved, and
those who have survived have for the most part been injured.
The bodies of the desd were found burnt to a einder. It
was a night never to be forgotten.”

COAL DEA LEBS_—_-ThE_ luh.l:;'ib s would re-
spectfully eall the attention of dealers to th:irliu of eoals,
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THE AMERICAN WHALE AND SEAL FISHERIES.

From the repert.of Mz. James Amold, made to s Conven-
siom of the. Srends of » Protestive 4
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8t. Lawrence, or the Coast
Labrador ; the third, or fall'voyage, is again to the Banks
and a foarth, or second fall voyage, is also made sometimes
to the Banks.”
From the Pilgrim addrese of Mr. Prentiss, we give the
gt soad Gt over S s Tl &
imagi row over the subject. This is the'
of the sailor’s life : & o
¢ They drive the Dryads from their accustomed haunts,
and force them to desert each favorite grove ; for upon river,
creek, and bay they are busy transfyrming the rude forest into
stanch and gallant vessels. From every inlet: or indenture
along the rocky shore swim forth these ocean birds—borniin
the wild wood, fledged upon the wave. Behold how they
mlpﬂ.dm'll:lr white pinions to the favoring breeze, and wing
i t to every quarter of the globe—tlge carrier pigeons
of the world ! Itis upon the unstable element the sons of

adventurons prows vex the waters of every sea. Bold and
relentless as the old Northern Vikins, they go forth to seek
their fortunes in the mighty deep. The ocean is their pas-
ture, and over its white prairies they follow the monstrous

that feed upon the azure fields. As the hunter casts
laseo upon the wild horse, so they throw their lines upon
tumbling whale. They *draw out the Leviathan with a
;> they *fill his skin with.barbed iron ;' and, in spite of
his terrible strength, they *part him among the merchants.”
To them there are no  pillars of Hercnles,” They seek with
avidity new regions, and fear not to be *the first that ever
burst into unknown seas.” Had they been.the companions
of Columbus, the great mariner would not have been urged
to return, though he had sailed westward to-his dying day.”
Macgregor also furnishes a grapbic description of the Seal
Fishery, with which we conclude this articls. We thinkthe
term of *‘Codfish Aristocracy” need not be deemed so very
offensive, after all :

]
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SEAL FISHERY.

¢¢ The great and primary business of the people of New-
foundland is that of pursuing and catching the inhsbitents of
the ocean. If habit, as is generally allowed, becomes nature,
the Newfoundlanders are naturally, from their pursuitay, cer-
tainly the most sdventurous and fearless men in the world.
Courage snd industry, which certainly prevail, are to them
absolutely necessary.

¢ The Beal Fishery, as it is generally termed, has only be-
come important within the present century. It is little more
than thi:ty years since the first vessels ventured among.those
formidable fields of ice that floatr from the Northern regions
during the months of March, April, and May down to the
const of Newfoundland. Those who are acquainted with the
terrific grandeur, particularly doring stormy weather, of the
lofty islands and mountains of ice, covering often from two
hundred to three hundred miles of the ocean, and ocessionally
arrested by the coasts or shoals, will admit that it requires
more intrepidity to brave the deogers of thess elements than to
encounter a military fortification.

¢ The vessela equipped for the seal fishery are-from 60 to
120 tons each, with crews of from sixteen to thirty men.
They are always prepared for sea, with necessary stores, fire-
arms, poles to defend them from the ice, etc., before the feast
of Saint Patrick. Immediately after, the crews ot the har-
bors, then frozen over, collect together, with all assistance
from the shoremen, and dividing themselves into two rows on
the ice, and provided with batchets, large saws, and strong
poles, fix on two lines far enough separate to allow their
largest schooners to pass.

¢t Each party cuts along its respective line, andithey divide
the solid mase between them into squares, which are shoved
with poles under the firm ice, continuing this laborions opera-
tion until a channel is open to the sen, The vessels then
proceed to the field-ice, hruhin; their way through the open-
ings, or working to windward of it, until they meet it covered
with vast berds of seal. :

“ Where these occur, the part on which they are is called
¢ seal meadows.” These animals are surprised by the seal-
hunters while they are sleeping on the ice, and attacked with
fire locks, or with strong bludgeons, which are considered
preferable. But the hunters have frequently to shoot the large
ones, which will turn upon the men and make resistance.
The piteous moan and cry of the young ones during the
slavghter, require more than common nerves to di "
The hooded seals will draw thieir hoods, which are shot-proof,
over their heads.

‘¢ Thin skins, with the fat eurrounding the bodices, are
shipped off together, and the scalped carcasses left on the ice,
The pelts, or scalps, are carried to vessels, and close
in the hold ; but the weather often is such as to leave no time
to scalp the seal on the ice, and the carcasses are then carried
whole to the vessel.

*¢ The situation of thess vessels during the storms of snow
and sleet, which they bave at that season inevitably to en-
counter, is attended with fearful danger. Many vessels have
been croshed to pieces by the tremendous power of the ice.
closing on them, and their crews have also not unfrequently
perished. Blorms daring the night, among the ice, must be
truly terible ; yot ihe bardy Newfoundland seal hunters seem
even to court these sablime and hazardous adventures.

“ When the vessels are loaded with scalpe, or if unsuc-
ceseful, when the ice is scaitered, and all except the islands
is dissolved by the heat of the advancing summer, they return
to their respective ports. Bome vessels, which succeed soon
after meeting the ice in filling up a cargo, make a second

voyage,
. *“The fat, or seal-blubber, is separated from the skins, cut
into pieces, and put into frame-work vats, throngh which, and
small boughs inside, the oil oozes on being exposed to the
sun. In three or four weeks it runs rapidly off, and becomes
the seal oil of commerce.

“ The planters sell their seal pelts to the merchants, who
manufacture the oil and ship it off in hogsheads. Seals are
still caught at Newfoundiand and Labrador, on the plan first
adopted, by strong nets set across such narrow channels as
they are in the habit of passing th g

[Mr. Frost, in N. O. Cresceni.

Buunine or Tux Pivz Woons.—The Alexendria (La.)
Western Democrat of the Oth saya : *“ We regret to learn
that on Saturday last Mr. W. L. Sandford's negro quarters,
on Bayou Rapides, were totally destroyed by fire, besides
four negro chiliren, who pe in the flames. Mrs Over-
ton's beautiful pine woods opposite this place, where the fire
has been raging for three weeks, the residence of Dr. Mad.
dox, besides & good deal of fencing and outhouses bolonging
to different individuals, have also been destroyed. The fire
im still with great rapidity through these woods, and
until we have a good shower of rain bat little hope remains
of subduing it.

Messrs. McBride and Crooks were tried st the Superior
Court of Forsythe county, North Caroline, week
on a charge of eirculating abolition documents.
scquitted. McBride was found guiliy, and
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in 1843, wo gather
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New England have achieved their greatest triumphs. Their | three

AFRICAN TRADE /... PRODUCTIONS."
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i rich,

Liryer o e m;.aﬁﬁdﬂ:melllh
making 80 abundsnt omba

they gather from+the of the ground epough for their

purposes,
pro crope of corn, sweet several
o!harvegmblnan-honduanbdinp:.m They yield
8 larger crop than the best soils in One acre of
rich land, well tilled, says Governor Ashmun, will
handred dollars worth of i
made to grow half a toa of arrow
in coffee plants will, afier the

ton trees, yieldingugotion of an equal, if )
and strength of staple and fineness and color-than fair ** Or-

make the same number independent of all the world for sugar.
The dyes in particular are found to resist both-acids and light,
properties which no other dyes that we know of possess.

In the year 1848, 39 British vessels arrived at Cape Coast.

and the exports'as £325,008 sterling. The imports during
the same period into Asia were £95,000, and the exporls
£115,000 sterling,.. The total export of British merchandise
to Africa is at present estimated at £5,000,000 sterling per
annum.
The average import of palm oil alone into Liverpool, for
somejyears past, has been at least 15,000 tons e year, valued
at about £400,000sterling, and giving employment to 25,000
or 30,000 tons of shipping. The jmports into the Republic
of Liberia are estimated by an American (white) physician,
who has spent m at $120,000:per annum, and
the exports as very neatly the same smount, The
commerce of our own country with Africa is daily becoming
an important item. The F‘hﬂipll seats of this trade are Ba-
P / oyropsiin
ork ocece ly sends, while our has. at t
time five sail of brigs and barques ?:i’yud FMM
ployed. One of our merchants stated that he cleared §
;nmyulionlha single article of
trange as it may appear, nearly all these nuts
ped to France, where command a ready
converted into, and thence find their way over
the shape of olive oil—the skill of the French
abling them to simulate the resl Lucca and Florence oil
as to deceive the nicest . the oil from
possesses a sweetness and delicacy not to be
] While we greatly regret that there are no means
ing proper and correct information of the . commerce
yet we presume, from the facts we have already given,
are at least 160,000,000 of inhabitants in that con
whole of whom are not only willing but anxious to
the variona products of their prolific soil for
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E:vdei-,ram, beads, pipes, tobacco, lead bars, iron bars,
e dware, g earthenware, brassware, cowries, 50ap,
flints, tallow and wines, beef, pork, lard, flour,
meal, hams, tongues, biscuil, crackers, , and the
I.hnﬂ:l?dﬂhlllﬂk:hproﬁmdhylhl ﬂmd industry of
our citizens.

Bo important and valuable has this
merce become to Great Britain® thet we cannot but
the great efforts which bave been made, and are making, by
that Power to secure all the trade of Africa lo her
In addition to the aid given to various en
and the enormous expense borne by her in keeping up a large
and cfficient squadron on the coast, and in
colonies there, we behold her forth
money on the celebrated ** Niger

|

President Roberts during his brief stay in that country.

It therefore well becomes our Government ¥ awaken them-

;mmmmpmmnnbeam trade. ?l::mn-
atically a commercial people, and, to enable to enter

into competitions with the English traders, demands the

eatliest and most serious attention.

* Bince writi llwﬁ!?dng. information has been received
by the steamer * that it is in contemplation by some
i Aot Companr, wih w cuphal o 100,000, T 5000
an H n
shares of £50 n&rwp:wdmdewhhM"

Astoxreuine. Yiszop or Conw.—We clip the following
[rﬁmlb;.lli“‘m“m st the Lexiogton

y-) :

Corn.—Yield, per nacre, of ten scres ; premium to James
Mal of Bourbon county; certificate to Peter Pean, of
Clarke. Nine entries. :

The following are the quantities raised by the several per-

#ons who contended for the prize :
J. M of Bourbon g“;l" *
Pean, of Clark m&wdo
..do
do
do
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